
powerful astringents seemed to aggravate the disease. Tonics and
stimulants were administered without relief, and even the tampon was,
like every other means, not a remedy. The disease from the very
commencement seemed to bid defiance to the healing art, either to inter-
rupt its course or even mitigate its effecls in the least. Nature, unin-
fluenced by the interposition of art, seemed to sink under the load of
disease, and gradually and silently ebb away.
Autopsy, three hours after death. On opening the abdomen no

unusual appearances were discovered, except an effusion of blood from
the serous surfaces of all the abdominal viscera. Other appearances
normal throughout the system, as far as examined. Hiram Parker.
Lowell, March 20, 1840.
P. S.—It would be very gratifying to me for your correspondentA. B., who very pathetically says to all physicians, "read Magendie ;"

who also says, " it is not enough that a physician is able to give beauti-
ful descriptions of pathological phenomena—that he can talk learnedly of
effects—if he knows nothing or causes," to explain the proximate cause
of the disease now under consideration, by the theory of Magendie.
My request is for information, not for controversy. What I wish to
know is, whether the disease was the pathological condition of the blood,
or whether it was a congenital defect or physical modification of the
organs ? H. P.

THE BRAIN, SPINAL CORD AND NERVES.*

From remote ages, down to the present time when anatomy is almost
as perfectly understood as the machinery of a steam engine, physiologists,
with characteristic activity, have attempted an explanation of the functions
of these organs—and although the subject has always been considered a
difficult one, there has been no want of investigators. It has somehow
happened, all this while, however, that no one seems to have been per-
fectly satisfied with what has been done before him. There is just enough
left in an unfinished condition to stimulate others to complete the under-
taking ; and like exploring a subterranean cavern in search of light, the
farther they have gone, the more profound has been the darkness which
they were trying to avoid. Dr. Brigham, of Hartford, Ct., is the last
champion in the field. Undismayed at the prospect before him, and in exact
keeping with the observation just made, he steps into the ring to give his
views in the form of an " inquiry concerning the diseases and functions
of the brain, spinal cord and nerves." To our apprehension he has suc-
ceeded far better than when he wrote on the Influence of Religion on
Health, a most unlucky subject to write upon in a Christian land, particu-
*AnInquiryconcerningtheDiseasesandFunctions of the Brain,SpinalCord and Nerves. BYAmariah Brigham, M.D.New York: Geo. Adlard. 1840.1 Vol., p. 327.
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larly when the force of the argument was so directed as to be suspected,
at least, of being unfriendly to the cause which leads from earth to
heaven.
How much can be accomplished by order in business and economy oftime. In the midst of the interruptions pertaining to the practice of medi-cine, the author of this work is constantly elaborating something to con-vince the world that he is no idler ; and others might follow his example

to the profit of their own minds—instructing others as they teach them-
selves. Of all Dr. Brigham's books, this is destined to have the first rank
with medical men : with this assumption, we urgently recommend it to
their attentive perusal, being satisfied that it is a safe guide, in which are
some new and important views, of great value even to those who imaginethemselves the wisest in the domain of the nervous system. Had it been
equally convenient to cite more home cases, instead of travelling over the
Continent of Europe for them, it would have been more gratifying to an
American physician ; still, those which were selected as illustrations, are
certainly very striking. Under the division neuralgia, where tic doulou-
reux is described, we unhesitatingly say Dr. Brigham's pathology and
treatment should have been given in prolonged chapters, because both are
so rational, simple and philosophical.
The book is divided into two parts. The first treats of the study of

the structure and functions of the brain, &c. Part second is devoted to
the consideration of the diseases of the brain and other parts of the ner-
vous system. As a whole, in the language of the trade, it is a neatly-
finished book, of portable dimensions, and cheap enough to be in every
medical library, north, south and west.

State Lunatic Hospital.—The seventh report of the Trustees and Su-
perintendent of this excellent institution, so creditable to Massachusetts,
is before the public. It comprises an exact account of the disbursement
of the Commonwealth's money, and minutely details the expense of
whatever was purchased or consumed in the preceding year. All this
information is quite necessary, and may serve as a model for others in the
management of the fiscal concerns of similar institutions, in places wherethey have less experience.
But the seventy-seven pages by the hand of Dr. Woodward, constitute

the essential part of the pamphlet, and it will be read extensively, as itrecommends itself to the attention and sympathy of every man in the
community. It shows, in the first place, the progress which is made from
year to year in the management of the insane ; and it assures us of the
fact that this department of medico-moral discipline is constantly improv-ing. It requires, in the character of a superintendent of lunatics, a pecu-liar combination of powers, wielded under the supervision of a consciencealive to the vast weight of responsibility devolving upon him who is set
apart to bring order out of the chaotic materials of a distracted mind.
Dr. Woodward is without a rival in this country, and we fervently hope
that nothing short of absolute necessity, arising from protracted ill health,
will ever divert him from the labors of the hospital in which his profes-sional services are so universally appreciated.
Woman, physiologically considered, «fc. $c. SfC.—Another treatise, by the

same Mr. Walker who wrote on marriage, is now selling, in the vernacular
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of the booksellers, very rapidly ; but it is a vile production, and calculated
to engender vice, and sow wide and far the seeds of corruption. Under
the guise of a medico-physiological examination of women, this vulgar
caterer for a depraved taste has concentrated some of the worst and most
infamous things in the history of our race. It is rather the picture of a
brothel than a chart of the moral feelings and high and holy character of
woman, polished and refined by education. We hope the profession will
not be gulled into purchasing a book so outrageously vulgar as to be ab-
solutely beneath their notice ; and we trust the new sect of self-styled
physiologists in this country, will not degrade themselves by recommending
this work, as they did one of the former works of Mr. Walker.

Clarendon Springs, Vt.—Dr. Gallup's pamphlet, of 14 pages, on the
character and properties of the mineral springs in the town of Clarendon,
three miles east of Whitehall, N. Y., is capitally written, as might be
expected from that source. Mr. Hayes, the chemist, of Roxbury, has
ascertained, with care, the composition of the water ; and, like all good
things, the Clarendon Springs work wonders with sore legs, urinary com-
plaints, inflamed skin, coughs, l: branny scales," scrofula, dropsy, gonor-
rhoea, dyspepsia, inveterate sore eyes, ¿cc. &c, to the end of the chapter.
The fact is, the water effects too much, and we are therefore inclined to
suspect that imagination has had some influence over the minds of the
patients.

Dr. Howe's Abdominal Supporter.—Luke Howe, M.D., of Jaffrey,
N. H., whose mechanical ingenuity is in keeping with his success in sur-

gery, is the inventor of various instruments of utility in the management
of fractured limbs, &c; and at a spare moment he has devised an abdomi-
nal supporter, quite equal to any now before the public, and apparently
much less expensive. He seems not at all ambitious to shackle its use by
a patent, to enhance the price, but allows any one to manufacture the con-

trivance whose circumstances render it necessary to resort to art. It is
rather difficult to describe the construction, although perfectly simple. In
external appearance it resembles Hull's, Chapman's and Dr. Haynes's.
Within, on the lower margin, spiral springs are introduced, which press
horizontally from the depending edge of the pad, against the bowels, and
thus maintain a uniform pressure.
Of late, abdominal supporters have multiplied quite rapidly, and it is

now somewhat difficult to decide, by an examination simply, upon the
merits of the different kinds. Dr. Haynes, of Concord, seems to have
combined as many advantages, in his supporter, as it is possible to con-
centrate in any one, and it should be better known throughout ihe country.
We have several of them, designed for gratuitous distribution, with a view
of testing their utility, and only wait for proper opportunity of fulfilling
the wishes of the doctor. Those interested in this department of collateral
surgery, are invited to examine the specimens in the care of the editor.

New York Medical and Surgical Society.—About one year ago a cir-
cular was received from the Secretary, Dr. Vandervoort, who kindly gave
a plan of the Society's scheme for improvement, which commended itself
to every intelligent physician. One resolution read thus—" Resolved,
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That every member of the medical profession, not resident in the city of
New York, who shall transmit to the Society an original paper, shall be
entitled to be balloted for as a corresponding member, under the same
conditions which apply to candidates for regular membership." We not
only hope that the Association flourishes, but also venture to express an

opinion that an occasional publication of some of the papers which must
necessarily accumulate in one year's time, would vastly promote the pros-perity of the Society by creating an interest in its welfare abroad.

New Method of Fumigating.—M. de Clerq has proposed a new method
of practising medicinal fumigations, which is very extravagantly praised
in a Belgian journal. This method consists in first washing the parts to
be fumigated with a solution of nitrate of silver (10 grs. to the oz.), and
then fumigating. The medicines which M. de Clerq most commonly em-

ploys for the fumigation of old ulcers, &c, are one part of cinnabar, twoof balsam of Tolu, and two of aloes. By degrees, as the fumigations arerepeated, the parts become coated with a covering which resembles a me-
tallic plate, which has the effect of protecting them from the action of the
air, in addition to its intrinsic powers.—Gaz. Med. de Paris.

Tasteless form of Ipecacuan.—When it is desirable to administer ipe-
cacuan to refractory children, or to persons to whom the ipecac, wine is
odious, as is often the case, the following form will be found to answer :
R. Bruised root of ipecac, ¿3 ; boiling water, enough to make 1J 3 ;
lemon syrup, £3- A twelfth part every third hour.—Dublin Journal.

Medical Miscellany.—It is estimated that during six months of the last
year, nearly 6000 individuals died of smallpox in England, and during the
year not less than 60,000 were attacked by the disease in the United King-dom.—In consequence of the new penny-post system in England, vaccine
matter can now be sent to every practitioner in the kingdom almost with-
out expense.—Sir Benjamin Brodie has retired from the office of Surgeon
to St. George's Hospital.—Sir Anthony Carlisle is still the senior surgeon
of Westminster Hospital, having been elected to the office in 1793 ; he
is now over 70 years of age.—From the report of the Registrar General
in England it appears that more people have died during the last year at
the ages of 30, 40, 50, 60 and 70, than either one year younger or one

year older. The number of deaths at the age of 49 was 915 ; at the age
of 50, 1454; at the age of 51, 816.—Among the European troops sta-
tioned at FortWilliam, in Calcutta, there has existed a temperance society
during the three last years. The improvement in health has been mani-
fest. Last year, the admissions to the hospital of members of the Society,
was 1 in 25; of the remainder of the regiment, 1 in 11. The deaths in
the hospital in 1838 were 22 ; the average deaths for 14 years previous,
nearly 72 a year. In 1837, the spirits drank were 9673 gallons less than
lhe regiment was entitled to draw; and in 1838, 8242 gallons less. 1 he

substitute mostly used for spirits, was beer. Liver complaints are repre-
sented to have decreased nearly one half—Our correspondent ju., m

New York State, relates several cases in which the mjunous effects of the
Thomsonian treatment were apparent, though the particulars do not pos-
sess sufficient general interest to justify their publication.
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To Correspondents.—Dr. SpofFord's communication and other favors are
omitted this week for want of room.

Number of deaths In Huston for the week ending March 28, 29. Mules, 18—females, 11. Stillborn, 1.
Of consumption, 2—infantile, 4—old age, 1—fits, 1—lung fever, 1—scarlet fever, 1—brain fever, 1—

inflammation of the lungs, 1—ulcerated liver, 1—croup, 3—feebleness at birth, 1—convulsions, 1—ma-
rasmus, 1—pleurisy fever, 1—quinsy, 1—cancer, 1—worms, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 1—para-lysis, 1.

To Correspondents.—Dr. Spofford's communication and other favors are
omitted this week for want of room.

Number of deaths in lloston for the week ending March 28, 29. Males, 18—females, 11. Stillborn, 1.
Of consumption, 2—infantile, 4—old age, 1—flts, 1—lung fever, 1—scarlet fever, 1—brain fever, 1—

inflammation of the lungs, 1—ulcerated liver, 1—croup, 3—feebleness at birth, 1—convulsions, 1—ma-
rasmus, 1—pleurisy fever, 1—quinsy, 1—cancer, 1—worms, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 1—para-lysis, 1.

MEDICAL TUITION.
The subscribers offer the following advantages to medical students.
Students will be allowed free access at all hours to the United States' Marine Hospital at Chelsea,

and will be permitted to examine and make records of all the cases that occur there. On an average
there are at least sixty patients at the institution. Dr. Stedman will make a daily morning visit, and
Drs. Perry, Howditch and Wiley will, in turn, visit two afternoons every week, from March 1st to
October 31st, for the purpose of clinical observation with the students. Dr. Howditch will deliver a
course of lectures upon diseases of the chest, with especial reference to the physical signs.
In addition to the above, admission will be granted to the medical and surgical visits at the Massa-

chusetts General Hospital ; to the Infirmary for Diseases of the Lungs ; to the practice of one of the
Dispensary districts, and to the Smallpox Hospital. Abundant opportunities for dissections and opera-
tive surgery, and occasionally for the practice of midwifery.
Regular courses of instruction will be given as follows ;— ,

On Anatomy and Medical Jurisprudence, by
- -

... Dr. Smith.
Surgery, by --------

_

- .- Dit. Stedman.
Theory and Practice of Medicine, by ----- - Dr. Perry.
Midwifery, Diseases of the Chest, and Demonstrations on Î t». ti«,™,-,,..

Morbid Anatomy, at the Hospitals, by 5
" "

" uuwmiia'

Materia Medica and Chemistry, by -------- Dr. Wiley.
Rooms for study, either at Boston or Chelsea, free of expense. For terms, apply to H. G. Wiley,

or to either of the subscribers. M. S. RERRY, C. H. STEDMAN, H. G. WILEY,
Jan. 29—eplmeoptf H. I. BOWD1TCH, J. V. C. SMITH.

THOMPSON'S APPARATUS FOR THE CURE OF PROLAPSUS UTERI, &o.
In offering his instrument to the faculty, Dr Thompson would call their attention to the following
statements, and request all interested to examine the article in the hands oí his agents
Extract of a letter from the late Professor Eberle, to the Hon. H. L. Ellsworth, Commissioner of

Patents, ¿fC, dated
Cincinnati, May 11, 1837.—"I have carefully examined the new Uterine Truss invented by Dr.

Robert Thompson, of Columbus, in this State, and I can confidently declare, that it is unquestionably
the most perfect and useful instrument of the kind, that has ever been offered to the public. It differs
essentially in its construction, from the Uterine Truss contrived by Dr. Hull, ond is, in all respects, a
far superior instrument."
See, also, "The Western Journal of Medical and Physical Sciences."
Professor McCleland, of Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, Pa., declared, upon examining the

instrument, that "every word of Dr. Eberle's opinion is true." Professors Channing and Hayward, of
Boston, expressed like opinions.

Extract of a letter from Prof Sewall to Prof Bigelow, dated
13/A May, 1837.—"Dr. Thompson will be pleased to show you a Uterine Truss which he has in-

vented, of very superior structure to anything we huve."
Extract of a letter from Prof. Peixotto to Dr. Thompson, dated

Columbus, Jan. 10, 1838.—u Your instrument, it appears to me, is formed on principles more en-
larged, than those hitherto recommended for the same end, and mechanically different. I would cheer-
fully recommend its adoption ¡by our professional brethren generally."
For sale in Boston by Theodore Metculf, upothec&ry, No. 33 Tremont Row. Price, $7, $10 and $12.

June 12—ly

VACCINE VIRUS.
Physicians in any section of!the United States can procure ten quills charged with Pure Vaccine
Virus, by return mail, on addressing the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, enclosing
one dollar, post paid, without which no letter will be taken from the post office. June 19

NOTICE.
A physician having recently left Canton Centre, Mass., where there has been one the last fifty years,
offers to sell or let his house, with or without a small farm. Inquire of E. Crane, Esq., near the
premises (if by letter, post paid). March 18—tf

TREATMENT OF HERNIA.—E. W. Leach, M.D. Olïlce No. 134 Hanover street, Boston.
Reference._John C. Warren, M.D. ; George C. Sbattuck, M.D. ; John Ware, M.D. j John Jeffries,M.D. ; Edward Reynolds, M.D., Boston. W. J. Walker, M.D., Charlestown.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin St., to whom all communirniioiis musí be
addressed postpaid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two

volumes ¿ich vtMir. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three
months, QrS^OO if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5,00 a year, in
advance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or satisfactory refer-
ence. Postage the same as for a newspaper.
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